CALIFORNIA CODES

CALIFORNIA WELFARE AND INSTITUTIONS CODE
Division 2. CHILDREN

Part 1. DELINQUENTS AND WARDS OF THE JUVENILE
COURT

§ 366.21.

(a) Every hearing conducted by the juvenile court reviewing the
status of a dependent child shall be placed on the appearance
calendar. The court shall advise all persons present at the hearing of
the date of the future hearing and of their right to be present and
represented by counsel.

(b) Except as provided in Sections 294 and 295, notice of the
hearing shall be provided pursuant to Section 293.

(c) At least 10 calendar days prior to the hearing, the social worker
shall file a supplemental report with the court regarding the services
provided or offered to the parent or legal guardian to enable him or
her to assume custody and the efforts made to achieve legal
permanence for the child if efforts to reunify fail, including, but not
limited to, efforts to maintain relationships between a child who is 10
years of age or older and has been in out-of-home placement for six
months or longer and individuals who are important to the child,
consistent with the child's best interests; the progress made; and,
where relevant, the prognosis for return of the child to the physical
custody of his or her parent or legal guardian; and shall make his or
her recommendation for disposition. If the child is a member of a
sibling group described in paragraph (3) of subdivision (a) of Section
361.5, the report and recommendation may also take into account
those factors described in subdivision (e) relating to the child's
sibling group. If the recommendation is not to return the child to a
parent or legal guardian, the report shall specify why the return of the
child would be detrimental to the child. The social worker shall



provide the parent or legal guardian, counsel for the child, and any
court-appointed child advocate with a copy of the report, including
his or her recommendation for disposition, at least 10 calendar days
prior to the hearing. In the case of a child removed from the physical
custody of his or her parent or legal guardian, the social worker shall,
at least 10 calendar days prior to the hearing, provide a summary of
his or her recommendation for disposition to any foster parents,
relative caregivers, and certified foster parents who have been
approved for adoption by the State Department of Social Services
when it is acting as an adoption agency in counties that are not
served by a county adoption agency or by a licensed county
adoption agency, community care facility, or foster family agency
having the physical custody of the child. The social worker shall
include a copy of the Judicial Council Caregiver Information Form
(JV-290) with the summary of recommendations to the child's foster
parents, relative caregivers, or foster parents approved for adoption, in
the caregiver's primary language when available, along with
information on how to file the form with the court.

(d) Prior to any hearing involving a child in the physical custody of a
community care facility or a foster family agency that may result in
the return of the child to the physical custody of his or her parent or
legal guardian, or in adoption or the creation of a legal guardianship,
the facility or agency shall file with the court a report, or a Judicial
Council Caregiver Information Form (JV-290), containing its
recommendation for disposition. Prior to the hearing involving a
child in the physical custody of a foster parent, a relative caregiver, or
a certified foster parent who has been approved for adoption by the
State Department of Social Services when it is acting as an adoption
agency or by a licensed adoption agency, the foster parent, relative
caregiver, or the certified foster parent who has been approved for
adoption by the State Department of Social Services when it is acting
as an adoption agency in counties that are not served by a county
adoption agency or by a licensed county adoption agency, may file
with the court a report containing his or her recommendation for
disposition. The court shall consider the report and recommendation
filed pursuant to this subdivision prior to determining any
disposition.



