JV296 SAMPLE FILLED-OUT FORM AND ATTACHMENT

This sample form and attachment are to be used only as a guide with the intention of
assisting petitioners who are completing the JV296 De Facto Parent Statement with the type
of relevant information the court must consider when assessing a De Facto parent
application. This sample should not be directly copied or submitted without information

specific to your case.

*This sample is drafted from the perspective of a current caregiver. If you are a former caregiver, you are not barred from
filing de facto because that is not a pre-requisite to this particular designation. However, you should tailor the sample to
your past activities/care of the child or children and state the beginning and ending dates of the time period(s) for which

you served as caregiver for the child.



Clerk stamps below when form is filed.

JV-296 De Facto Parent Statement

My/Our name(s): Mary and John Smith

The child’s name: Jane Doe
L] Boy [4] Girl

O,
©)
@ Child’s date of birth: 1/1/2017 Age:
Relationship to child (grandparent, foster parent, etc.): Court name and street address:
Resource Parents Superior Court of California, County of
|Insert name of county where court
@ The child has lived with me from: is]
(date) 6/1/21 to(ilie) Present 123 Main Street, Room/Dept 123
(date) to (date) Any Town,CA 11111
@ I have had responsibility for the day-to-day care of the child
Boi Case Number:
(date) 6/1/21 to (date) Present 1123456
(date) to (date)

Q)

Information the judge should know about my relationship with
the child. (This part must be completed).

a. Amount of time I spend with the child (daily, weekly, etc.): d. 1 have [] have not attended
We are full-time resource parents. court hearings about the child.

e. | have [] have not senta written
report to the court about the child.

b. Activities I do with the child: Please see Attachment 1

c. Kinds of information I have about the child that others may not have (medical, educational, behavioral, etc.):
Please see Attachment 1

@ I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the information on this form is
true and correct to my knowledge. This means if I lie on this form, | am committing a crime.

Date: ’

Type or print your name Signature of person requesting de facto parent status
Date: ’

Type or print your name Signature of person requesting de facto parent status
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Attachment 1 to JV296
Child’s Name: Jane Doe (DOB: XX/XX/XX)
Case No. [Insert Case Number]

6b. Activities I do with the child:

We do many activities together with Jane. Choose a few (3 to 5) examples, considering categories such as

(1) play (indoor & outdoor games, hobbies, playground/park visits, etc.); (2) creative (draw, dance, paint, sing
or play instruments, build Legos/models, etc.); (3) task-based (cleaning room/play area; gardening and other
yard work; doing dishes, etc.); (4) educational (homework; reading together; games or other activities designed
to help child learn numbers, letters, colors, etc.); (5) community (religious school/services; shopping; movies;
museums/discovery centers). Provide a sentence or two about each activity listed that illustrates the child’s role,
how they interact with you during the activity, their expression of enthusiasm for the activity, and/or in some
other way, brings the shared activity “to life” for the court. Example: One of Jane's favorite activities is
painting and we regularly set up an “art studio” at the kitchen table where all of us can paint together. Jane
also likes to help us wash dishes after lunch and has a special chair to stand on next to us at the sink so she can
have full access to water and soap bubbles. Jane loves visits to our local playground where the swings are her
current favorite, and the requests to “push me!” start as soon as we arrive at the swing set. Jane’s favorite part
of bedtime is getting to read together with us before going to sleep. She gathers her favorite stuffed animals,
snuggles in with both of us, and then listens intently, sometimes laughing at her favorite parts and always happy
to turn pages on cue!

6c. Kinds of information I have about the child that others may not have (medical, educational,
behavioral, etc.):

We are the caregivers to Jane who is __ years old, and born on
Jane was placed in our care on . We have served as the primary caregivers and psychological parents to
her for months/years (or nearly the child’s whole life, if applicable). As detailed below, Jane looks to us

to meet all her needs. Jane asks for us and primarily seeks comfort from us. Specifically,
[document examples of times when the child looks to you to provide comfort, when the child shares joy, seeks
engagement, expresses a range of emotions, etc. This should be both in the form of singular events and/or
circumstances that occur on a regular basis].

We have assumed the role of a parent to Jane on a day-to-day basis for a substantial period of time. Since she
was placed with us years/months ago, we have served as Jane’s primary caregivers, taking care of all of
her needs on a day-to-day basis. [Provide examples of the child’s past and current needs of all kinds and how
you as the caregiver have met, responded to, and approached those needs, including successes and challenges,
past and ongoing, that demonstrate significant insight into how to support this specific child. Include all details
of times when you worked with providers or other important people in the child’s life to meet the child’s needs.]

We have unique information about Jane. [Note if the child has any particular special needs and all services the
child is receiving.| We are the primary point of contact for all treatment providers including
[document all providers: pediatrician, therapist, teachers, day care providers, etc., by title, not by name]. We
work closely with each of Jane’s providers to ensure they have current and relevant information about her and
receive advice and guidance from the providers regularly. [Provide specific examples specific to your child. ]
We make sure Jane attends all of her appointments, is up to date for all health and dental care, and continues
any required regimes, routines, and/or exercises at home. [Provide examples specific to your child.] Jane
currently has interaction with professionals in many different capacities, including health care providers and




child welfare personnel. While these professionals are not all in regular contact with each other, we, as the
caregivers, communicate with each of them, putting us in the unique position to have the collective intimate and
detailed information about Jane’s physical, socio-emotional, and developmental health that can assist the court
in making important decisions about her life.

Here you can also:

* Provide any additional information about the child’s daily care, routines, and special caregiving needs.

* Provide any information you have about the important relationships in the child’s life

* Document any behaviors indicating stress (toileting difficulties/regressions, trouble in school,
diminished play, exploration, or engagement, etc.) the child has exhibited that may be related to past
trauma or any current traumatic events. If possible, attach letters from doctors, teachers, or other
professionals to support your information about these behaviors.

6d. Juvenile Court Hearing Attendance:

We have attended the following juvenile court hearings [you can list the hearings by type, such as
“six-month review hearing” and/or by date] OR: I have not attended previous court hearings because

. [I have not attended previous hearings because I was not given prior notice of those hearings or of
my right to attend] or [l was told by that I did not need come to any hearings] or [I was told by
S that I was not allowed to attend hearings.] We recognize that the goal in this case
is reunification and we support that goal. In accordance with concurrent planning principles and the continuum
of care, we are willing to provide a permanent home for Jane if reunification is not the outcome of these
proceedings.

6e. Information Provided to the Court About Jane:

We have filed JV 290 Caregiver Information forms previously with the court for the following hearings

: [you can list the hearings by type, such as “six-month review hearing” and/or by date] and intend
to continue to submit JV 290 forms for all future review hearings. OR: We have not filed JV 290 Caregiver
Information forms previously with the court because: [we were not provided JV 290 Caregiver
Information forms and did not know that we had the ability to submit information to the court OR: we were
told by there was no need to send JV 290 Caregiver Information forms to the court.]

We understand that the court has the important job of making decisions about Jane’s life. As the people who
have assumed the day-to-day role of meeting Jane’s physical and psychological needs for care and affection
since we can provide information and insight to the court about her current and evolving physical and
emotional needs, [including child’s special needs (if applicable)], as well as, Jane’s unique personality and
characteristics that may affect how her needs can or should be met.
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