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Shine A Light!

Dear Friends,

Advokids provides the only free Telephone Hotline in California designed to meet the urgent and
immediate needs of children in foster care. That hotline provides a legal lifeline for concerned adults
seeking to advocate for a vulnerable child. We help those adults navigate a child welfare system that
is constructed with mile-high barricades and too often operates with impunity because it is shielded
from public scrutiny.

Advokids’ programs:
« Shine a light on the individual children who come to the attention of our Hotline by bringing their
urgent needs to the attention of county agencies and juvenile court judges
« Shine a light on the systemic failures and injustices that harm children, in order to hold the powerful
accountable and reform the child welfare system to benefit all children in foster care.

Our Hotline is mission-critical because it allows us to

identify and gather data about how children Change for One Ch[ld;

experience foster care in every county across the .
state. Confidentiality laws make it very difficult for Change for Au Chddren
anyone to know what is really happening to

children in foster care—the public rarely hears
about them until after they are injured. Advokids is
all about prevention of physical and emotional
injuries to foster children--putting a stop to them
before they happen. We fight for children
because they cannot fight for themselves!

Thank you for your past and continuing support of
Advokids and for helping us to protect the lives
and shine a light on the well-being of California
foster children. We could not do it without you!

Sincerely,
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Margéret Coyne, JD Janet Sherwood, JD ‘
Executive Director Deputy Director
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2023 Advokids' Hoftfline
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A Day on the Hotline

| am a foster mom to a 2 year old and | care deeply
about her and her mom. The county agency is
preparing to ask the court to deny mom more
support and services. | want to understand the law
so | can advocate for mom and baby to be
together. Mom is drug free and moved far away
from her domestic abuser and | am frustrated that
none of this is being considered.

| was a foster mom to Eduardo who is now 9 years
old. | am the adoptive mom to his brother.
Eduardo was reunified with his mom 8 years ago
and | have stayed in his life. Eduardo is af risk in
his parents' care as they suffer from addiction. |
want to know how | can keep him safe and If
need be, have him come live In my home.
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| am a grandmother and have been foster
caregiver to my two grandchildren ages 2 and 4
for over one year. The children continue to have
supervised visits with their parents and return from
visits physically ill from anxiety and self-harm. | want
to learn how to advocate for my grandchildren. |
call their attorney but he seldom returns my calls
and when he does, he says he cannot talk to me.

| am 17 years old and when | was young, | entered
foster care along with my 5 brothers and sisters. | was
placed with my dad and my siblings were placed in
foster homes. The court ordered the county agency
to arrange visits for me and my siblings but they
have not happened. What can | do to let the court
know?e Will anything be different after | furn 182




AN "EAR" TO THE GROUND THAT INFORMS OUR SYSTEM REFORM EFFORTS

Preventing_precipitous moves of children
without a transition plan

Advokids’ Hotline regularly sees cases where a
child is moved to a stranger caregiver who knows
nothing about their day-to-day needs, fears, or
vulnerabilities. Any change in primary caregiver is
traumatic for a child. A caring transition cannot
prevent the frauma of loss, but it is the most
effective way to minimize the damage. Advokids
is working to advance child welfare policy to
require transition planning in all non-emergency
change of placements for children and youth in
foster care.

A Child's Right to a Competent Attorney

All foster children are entitled by law to be
represented by committed, competent counsel.
Advokids' staff is completing an 18-month
investigation into the standards of practice of
court-appointed counsel for children in foster
care. Our statewide data has been collected
and we will be issuing a report of our findings and
reform recommendations in October 2023.

Relative's right to notice and to be heard
when a child in their family enters Foster
Care

Since 2011, California law has required that
relatives be notified within 30 days of the date
a child in their family enters foster care. They
must also be provided with a Juvenile Court
Form that they can file to seek placement or
visitation with the child. The consequence of
non-compliance with the law is often
devastating for children and Advokids is
working across the state to compel
compliance.

Siblings’ Right to Maintain Relationships_
Advokids filed an amicus (friend of the court)
brief with the California Court of Appeal
arguing for the rights of siblings to maintain
their relationships with each other, even after
one or more of the siblings are no longer in
foster care.

A HOTLINE CLIENT EXPRESSES HER THANKS
BY: JASMINE GOLDEN

Advokids's hotline has played a fremendous
part in helping me as an adult sibling obtain
placement of my younger siblings. When
calling the hotline my phone call was returned
back in a timely manner and | was informed
about forms to complete and provided other
useful resources submitted via email. | had the
honor to be working with attorney Jessica
Kastner, who has done an excellent job in
assisting me. Jessica not only provided
amazing legal assistance and resources, but
also followed up with me to check the status of
the case.

I've been working with Jessica Kastner for 1
year and | have successfully gained the
opportunity to foster my siblings. This case has
been a roller coaster with so many twists and
turns. The support of Advokids has been life

changing for my family. My siblings are connected
back with family and are so happy now. Jessica is
still actively helping and has been extremely kind as
well as informative. I've conquered one hurdle and
I'm looking to adopt my siblings and ensure that
their services remain.

The number of resources and guidance I've
received is unbelievable. Advokids is truly helping
families and kids. Jessica's expertise and experience
are priceless. She assisted in submitting important
documents before the court. She took time to call
me before my court hearing and wrote a letter to
help me get my brother. The legal information
provided from Advokids has given me and my
siblings the golden opportunity to stay together and
reunite. Advokids is creating a safety net for children
in foster care and I'm fruly grateful for their services.
I've risen up victoriously because of Advokids and |
will always recommend them.
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5643 Paradise Drive
Suite 12-B
Corte Madera, CA 94925

Thank you.

Because of you, more children are safe,
secure, and in stable, permanent homes.

2023 Financials

Operations

14.8% TESTIMONIALS FROM OUR
HOTLINE CLIENTS

"Thank you Tabatha. Thank you, everyone. It was
100% because of you guys that this child got to
stay in one place and not yanked up and moved
again. So thank you very much for everything."
Stephanie, Los Angeles

"Thank you also for your incredible support, time,
and legal acumen to get us through. We sincerely
Program Service appreciate it. The judge said he was impressed by
85.2% the legal petition we filed and he wished most
Training Fees lawyers could do as well. Little did he know that we

8.3% did have a great lawyer from Advokids guiding us

in writing it."

Mary& Sesh, San Francisco

"Thank you for all of your help. | followed every
Grants single suggestion you gave us. You will be proud. T.
o | can’t thank you enough for your quick response,
43.2% .
your clear suggestions and the plethora of
resources you sent to me - several were used in my
letters of advocacy for the baby."

Donations Kiffany, San Diego

48.5%
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