
A competent attorney who knows me and works hard for me
A grandmother who knows she has the right to participate in court hearings and tell the judge all about me, who I
love, and what I need to feel safe
An older brother who files court documents to let the court know that he has not been allowed to have visits with
me although the court ordered the child welfare agency to arrange visits
A foster mom who learns how to participate in court hearings in order to tell the court that I have already been in 3
foster homes in the past 18 months and yet another planned move will be very harmful unless it very slow and
gradual

F i g h t i n g  f o r  t h e  r i g h t  o f  e v e r y
c h i l d  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  f o s t e r  c a r e  t o

s a f e t y ,  s e c u r i t y ,  a n d  a
p e r m a n e n t  h o m e .

Annual Impact Report 2023-2024 
Access to Justice 

Dear Friends,

When we think of justice movements throughout the U.S and the world, we usually picture vulnerable adults being 
empowered to exercise their rights, have their voices heard, and hold decision-makers accountable. But access to 
justice also plays a critical role in the lives of children and youth in foster care because juvenile court judges make 
decisions every day that determine the trajectory of those children’s lives. 

What does “access to justice” look like to a child in foster care?

a d v o k i d s . o r g

Access to justice is critical to Advokids’ mission because child
welfare courts are presumptively closed to the public,
allowing for very limited public scrutiny and accountability,
which can be dangerous for children. Advokids opens the
courthouse doors for anyone seeking to advocate for and
protect a child, and we need to keep them wide open! 

Thank you for your past and continuing support of Advokids.
We could not do it without you!

Sincerely,



A Day on the Hotline

Temporary
Placements

Loss of
Relationships

No Mental Health
Specialist

In Foster Care
Too Long

No Transition
Plan

No Primary 
Care Physician

The Compounding Trauma
We Mitigate

I am a resource parent of a fifteen-year-old girl. I am
having a lot of issues with the county refusing to provide
mental health services for the child. I am at a point
where I may need to disrupt the placement if I cannot
get her the services she desperately needs. 
-Resource Parent

My niece was removed from her mother two months ago
and was placed with her grandparents. Her grandparents
have asked me if I can care for her as they are in their 80s
and not in a position to be long-term caregivers. I am in a
different state and would like to know how to request
placement of my niece.
-Relative

I need help trying to get placement of my one year old
grandson. I was at the hospital when he was born and
have only been allowed sporadic visits. My husband and
I have been left in the dark for almost a year now. I have
been emailing, calling, and texting the caseworkers with
no hope.
-Grandparent

I'm having trouble finding information about my
adoption. It was a failed adoption, and I was placed in
foster care. I believe that I was seven and a half years
old. I need to find my birth certificate and learn about
my past. I was told that you may be a resource. 
-Former Foster Youth

a d v o k i d s . o r g
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Former Advokids’ Staff Attorney Tells Her Story 
BY: JESSICA KASTNER

The experience was life changing, instilling in me a life-
long passion for dependency law and child welfare 
advocacy. I learned the inner workings of the 
dependency system through Advokids’ training and 
mentorship. I was able to witness how Advokids’ 
advocacy, training and support have a real impact on 
the lives of children, and I was able to be a part of that 
process. I worked with some clients for months and even 
years, helping them navigate the complexities of the 
dependency court system. Some of these experiences 
were heart-breaking and served as an inspiration to 
advocate for better laws and more functional court 
systems. Others were incredibly rewarding. Overall, being 
able to help children and families in a supportive 
environment surrounded by such a passionate and 
dedicated team made working with Advokids an 
invaluable experience. 

reported that the child’s
appointed attorney never
provided their name and
contact information.

43% 65%
reported that the child’s
appointed attorney never
met with their child/youth
client.

80%
of survey respondents in Butte, Fresno, 
Kern, Riverside, and Stanislaus reported 
that appointed attorneys never met 
with the children in their care.

As a foster parent and civil litigation attorney, in 
2015, I signed up for Advokids’ Dependency 101 
training to learn more about dependency law, 
to become a better-equipped foster parent, and to 
be able to help others navigate this complex system. 

As I learned more about foster care and 
dependency law, I saw the need for strong legal 
advocates to assist caregivers, relatives, and 
other non-represented parties navigate the 
dependency system. I got to know Advokids’ 
Executive Director Margaret Coyne, Deputy 
Director Janet Sherwood, and the rest of the 
team. I was inspired by their passion for helping 
children in foster care and their ability to provide 
on-the-ground support where it was needed the 
most. When the opportunity arose, I jumped at 
the chance to join the Advokids’ team as a staff 
attorney and be part of such an impactful 
organization. v o k i d s . o r g

Advokids sponsored 2024 Assembly Bill 3049 to ensure that the lawyers who are appointed to represent children
in foster care meet with their child-clients. Unlike adults with court appointed attorneys, children cannot lodge
complaints about poor representation or otherwise protect their right to competent counsel. Adults need to
stand up for them 

 A D V O K I D S ’  I N V E S T I G A T I V E  R E P O R T  R E V E A L S  T H E  N E E D  F O R  O V E R S I G H T  O F  C O U R T
A P P O I N T E D  A T T O R N E Y S  W H O  R E P R E S E N T  C H I L D R E N  &  Y O U T H  I N  F O S T E R  C A R E

K e y  f i n d i n g s  f r o m  m o r e  t h a n  1 , 0 0 0  c a r e g i v e r s  a n d  f o r m e r  f o s t e r  y o u t h
s u r v e y e d :

Read Advokids' Investigative 
report Out of Sight, Out of Mind 

on our website. 

a d v o k i d s . o r g

https://advokids.org/out-of-sight-out-of-mind-report-2024/


2024 Financials 
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5643 Paradise Drive 
Suite 12-B12B
Corte Madera, CA 94925

Because of you, more children are safe,

secure, and in stable, permanent homes.

"AdvoKids has been so helpful! I cannot express my
gratitude enough for this organization. I am forever
grateful to Tabatha and Advokids for helping me as
much as possible.”
Relative, Riverside

TESTIMONIALS FROM OUR HOTLINE CLIENTS

“Hello, I am grateful for the support Advokids has
given me. I was struggling with the permanent
placement of my foster twins and without the help
and support of Advokids I would not have been
able to assist in a secure forever home for the boys.
I am honored to support this organization.”
Resource Parent, Tehama

Thank you.

Individual Donations
45.3%

Foundations
31.2%

Fundraising Events
17.3%

Training Fees and In Kind Donations
6.2%

Program
74%

Administration
14%

Fundraising
12%

“I'm truly grateful to you ALL at Advokids,
especially Lauren, she was amazing. I gained so
much love for her in her dedication to her job that
shows tremendously through her work ethic and
performance. She had a great impact on my life
at my deepest time of need. Thank you so so
much I'm crying but it's happy tears of gratitude
and appreciation."
Grandmother, Tulare
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