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Dear Friends and Supporters,

It has been over 32 years since the founding of Advokids and we have accomplished so much!
We started out in 1993, a small but mighty band of women, including attorneys, a social worker,
and an esteemed child development expert who were witnessing firsthand the frauma and
stressors that children experience while in foster care. Jan Sherwood was our fearless leader and
has served as Advokids’' deputy director since 2004. As we begin a new fiscal year, Jan is
stepping down as deputy director but will continue working part time as a senior staff attorney.

It has been a privilege and an honor to work side by side with Jan for so many decades. We
met in 1991, when Jan was a full-time working mother of two, with her own law practice,
representing children and adults in child welfare and adoption proceedings in the trial and
appellate courts throughout the Bay Area. She was a preeminent child welfare legal scholar
and fierce warrior for children and those seeking to advocate for them. Jan has remained
uncompromising in her conviction that children’s needs must be paramount in all child welfare
cases and cannot ever be sacrificed to political or financial interests.

Jan’s professional lifetfime achievements have left a lasting impact on how children experience
foster care in California. She has inspired, educated, and mentored several generations of child
advocates and served as a model of excellence for Advokids' staff attorneys since our
inception. She is beloved and revered and we are all smarter and stronger because of her.

| salute and thank Jan and all of you for your unwavering support and dedication to Advokid'’s
mission. Together we will continue to fight for every child in foster care’s right to a childhood that
is safe and secure.

Sincereley, ~ —

~
Margaret Coyne

Executive Director & Co-Founder

O

Advocacy ¢ Access ®© Accountability



Pro.l.ec.l.lng .I.he rlg h.l. Of For over 30 years, Advokids has been the only

statewide non-profit legal advocacy

every Chlld iﬂ COlifOl’niO organization in California singularly dedicated

to securing the physical safety and emotional

.I.O Sofe.l.y Securl.l.y 'e nd well-being of the over 38,000 children in the

California foster care system. Advokids' free

q pel’mCI nen.l. home legal services and legal programs meet the

urgent and immediate needs of individual
children in foster care while identifying and

curing systemic failures for the benefit of all
children in foster care in California.
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Free Child Welfare Online Legal Pro Bono Attorney Child Welfare
Legal Services Education & Self- Program Oversight & Reform
Help

* Providing Free Child Welfare Direct Legal Services, legal tools, and support for as long as it
takes to empower any concerned community member in California to participate in
juvenile dependency court proceedings and share information to protect a child’s physical
or emotional health, maintain familial relationships, mitigate or prevent frauma, and ensure
timely permanency for a child who cannot be returned to their parents.

* Improving legal literacy across the state by providing the only comprehensive Online Child
Welfare Legal Library and Self-Help Resources, ensuring that anyone, regardless of
background or legal expertise, can stand up and advocate for a child in need.

* Ensuring access to justice for children in every juvenile courthouse in California.

* Promoting systems change reform initiatives to improve the safety net for all children who
have suffered from, or are at risk of, abuse and neglect.



A DAY ON THE HELPLINE

“My little sister entered foster care and was placed
with a relative many years ago and the case was
closed. The relative does not want to be responsible
for her anymore so she has been living with me for the
past few weeks. How can | formalize her placement
with me and become her legal caregiver and
provide a stable home?¢” - Sibling

“We are current foster parents to our adopted son'’s
infant sister. We are concerned for her safety as we
feel reunification with her mother is happening too
fast. Her mother has several other children and we've
seen how they have been impacted by the cycle of
abuse. We are trying to make sure the baby girl does
not experience the same trauma by going back
home too soon.” — Resource Parents

“| am foster mom to a 2 year old little boy who the
county plans to move to a cousin out of state who
has never met him. | am concerned he will lose the
close bond he has with his 3 older siblings who were
raising him when they were all taken into foster care.
| need help advocating for this loving sibling group.”
— Resource Parent

“We are paternal grandparents who cared for our
grandson for 10 months after he entered foster
care. He is 2 years old and was returned to the
care of his mom and maternal grandmother but
he remains under the supervision of the juvenile
court. We have not been able to see him because
mother and grandmother will not allow it. What are
our rights as grandparentse” — Grandparents

AN EAR TO THE GROUND THAT INFORMS
OUR SYSTEM REFORM EFFORTS

Advokids' staff reviews and analyzes all of our cases weekly to identify frends and system failures that
adversely affect foster children. Our current reform efforts on the state and local levels include:

¢ Preserving a Child’s Family Ties

Statewide education of all county social workers on their legal duty to send all of a child’s identified
relatives the JV-285 Relative Information Form within 30 days of the child entering foster care. This
form allows relatives to engage directly with the juvenile court to share information and seek
visitation with and/or placement of a child in their family.

¢ Ensuring A Safety Net For Children at Risk of Being Harmed

When a child is being harmed or remains in danger after a child abuse report has been made, the
reporters feel helpless. Advokids has launched a statewide educational campaign to teach
mandated reporters and all community members how to directly petition the juvenile court for review

of a child abuse investigation, allowing the court to address the child’s safety more quickly.

¢ Holding Court Appointed Attorneys for Children in Foster Care Accountable

All foster children are entitled by law to be represented by committed, competent counsel who
meets with them regularly regardless of their age. When attorneys fail in their duties, children have a
legal right to complain to the court but most children are unable to do that for themselves. Advokids
is working to ensure that there are procedures statewide that allow a child’s relative, caregiver, CASA
or other designated adult to lodge a complaint on the child’s behalf when the child’s attorney is not

meeting their legal obligations.




LUCAS & AVA'S STORY

Lucas and Ava were 13 and 17 years old when they were removed from their mother’s care
due to her struggle with alcohol addiction. Their grandparents stepped up immediately to
provide a home for the children in the 55+ residential community where they lived. For two
months Lucas and Ava lived safely with their grandparents and spent supervised time with their
mother. The children were doing well, attending school regularly and feeling safe. Their
grandparents were actively looking for a new home closer to the children’s school.

Suddenly, and without any notice to their grandparents, Lucas and Ava were traumatically
detained at school in the middle of their day, taken into foster care without any of their
belongings, and placed with strangers. The county child welfare agency told the grandparents
that the children were detained because the grandparents were living in a 55+ community
and the children could not remain there.

Heartbroken, the grandparents contacted Advokids for help. A staff attorney encouraged
them to request visitation immediately to help reduce the children's anxieties, helped them
request a meeting with their county child welfare agency and helped them submit court forms
asking the court to return the children to their care.

Because of the grandparent’s persistence and Advokids' guidance, the court authorized the
children’s return. The grandparents also began the process of becoming certified foster
parents so they could continue to care for their grandchildren. Lucas and Ava are now safely
back with their grandparents, where they feel supported, secure, and loved.



OUR DONORS

Foundations & Corporations

450 Dental Aesthetics Group

25 Lusk

AED Foundation

American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers
Anonymous

Bailard, Inc.

Belmont Street Partners

Bernard E. & Alba Witkin Charitable Foundation
Bigglesworth Family Foundation

Bimbo’s 365 Club

Callison Foundation

Cartelligent

Comforts Cafe

Conway Family Charitable Fund

Dean & Margaret Lesher Foundation

Ditas

Drink Me LLC

Duane Morris LLP

Durie Tangri LLP

Individuals ($250+)

Laurie Allen

Anonymous Thomas Coyne
Jack Anthony Mary Cullen
Anthony Ashe Kathleen Daly
Rastin Ashtiani Martine Darwish
Kimberly Aquino Dawn Davis

Sheila Bannan
John Beatty
Marian Berg
Jeff Bharkhda

Mike Davis

Katrina Devine
Cheick Diarra

Patricia Black & Brian Kelly Fred Dorey
Scott Bowen Eric Exley
Adam Brausa Kathryn Fahy
Jennifer Brokaw Mike Faust

Carter Brown

Arthur Carmichael
Reed Connell
Jocelyn Corbett
Mary & Larry Costello
Thomas Costello

Raoul Florival
Stephen Fronk

Philip Coyne & Susan Battaini

Sean & Dena De La Torre

Virginia & Ken Galt
Linda & Greg Gener
Mary & Ralph Gesualdo

Evolve

Floodwater

GetFit Marin

Genentech

George H. Sandy Foundation
Goodrow Law

Hamilton Family Charitable Fund
HopSkipDrive

Hotel Via

Ignite a Better World Foundation
International Orange at Marin
In-N-Out Burger Foundation
Lions Club of Corte Madera
Marin Community Foundation
Marin Foster Care Association
Mark Benedetti Insurance
Mussman & Mussman LLP
Morrison & Foerster LLP

Morrison & Foerster Foundation

Megan Harris
Stacy Hernandez
Susan Horst
Anthony Jackson
Ronesha Jackson

Jeff & Melissa Jacolbs
Rebecca Jeschke

Katherine Jones
Abel Kan
Kristi Kelly

Johanna Kwasniewski

Richard LaMotte
Nancy Lange
Yana Lehman
Andy Lerner
Frederick Lowe
Rocky Lin

Judy Mandolfo
Dan McKenzie

Anthony Guy Ashe

N17 Development

Nichols Orthodontics

Patrick Gillis Family Fund

PhenoBiome

Pottery Barn Kids

Picco Restaurant & Pizzeria

Rutan & Tucker LLP

Social Change Partners

Sam’s Grill & Seafood

Stephen S. & Paula K Smith Family Foundation
The City Club of San Francisco

The Greg & Liz Vaughan Family Fund
The Susan Flagg & Carlo Rocca Fund
Total Wine & More

Turning Point Foundation

Van Lében Sels/RembeRock Foundation
Venable Foundation

Ada Arceli Ramirez-Medina
Joanna Robertson

Morgan Robertson

Sylvia Romero

MaryEllen Rota

Ami Sagel

Elizabeth Schwartz

Jawdat Shawwa

Janet G. Sherwood

Renate Smith

Sherri Sobel Sokoloff

Erin Spivey

Nick Stamos

Mandy Stewart & Phillip Le Roux
Andrea & Paul Swenson
Nicholas Weinstein

Eric Wiener

Kathleen Willis

David J. Wood

Kenneth Wood & Karen Sweere

Michael Coyne

Deirdre K. Coyne

Deirdre Coyne

Ed Coyne

James Coyne

Katie & Charles Coyne

Kevin Coyne

Margaret Coyne & Tom Paoli
Nora Coyne

Shauna Gracia

Jeannie Graham

Benjamin Ginsberg

Larry Ginsberg

Susan Gleckler

Kathy & William Gore

Mark Gordon

Kelly Gray

Kolleen Greenswald

Kurt & Lucinda Grovenburg

Tom & Martina Murphy
Tom & Ginny McGraw

Claudia & Ethan Moeller

Jeffrey Murry
John O'Neill
Michael Ornstil
Billie & Julie Paoli
Melissa Punnoose
Cristina Reddell

Karen Wright

Gwendolyn Wynne

Neel Upadhye

Charlie & Christine Vogelheim
Edward & Cathy Yassa

Joy Zimmerman & Hut Landon



2024-2025 FINANCIALS

Revenue Expenses
Individual Donations Programs
$315,601 $533,839
B Grants 38% 12%
$302,000 Marketing & Development /1%
- $12¢,689
Fundraising Events (Net)
$142,545 - .
Administration
B Training Fees . Other $94,549
$67,514 $11,892
Total = $839,552 Total = $755,077

Thank you.

Because of you, more children are safe, secure,

and in stable, permanent homes.
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Save the Datel

Advokids’ Annual Fundraiser
Friday, March 13th, 2026
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