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Dear Friends and Supporters, 

Fiscal year 2025–2026 was nothing short of a landmark year for Advokids. Thanks to your
unwavering support, we achieved sustained revenue growth, increased the number of children
served by 10%, and expanded our statewide outreach to advance access to justice for children
and the adults seeking to advocate for them. With you by our side, we fought to protect the
basic right of every child in foster care to a childhood that is safe and secure. 

As we enter a new fiscal year, we look forward to launching our three-year Strategic Plan FY26-
29, designed to build upon our solid financial foundation and scale our operations responsibly.
This vision focuses on four key goals: increasing programmatic impact, diversifying and growing
revenue, developing leadership, and strengthening our internal infrastructure. We enter this
growth phase from a position of financial health, allowing us to remain a sustainable and high-
impact force for legal advocacy on behalf of children in foster care.

Our strategic plan will guide our organizational growth, allowing Advokids to meet the urgent
and immediate needs of more individual children every year while identifying and curing
systemic failures for the benefit of all children in foster care in California. 

To achieve these goals, we are making strategic investments in our people and sustainability.
Our organizational growth includes adding staff attorneys to support direct client advocacy
and drive systemic reform. Simultaneously, we are leveraging the expertise of our new Director
of Philanthropy to formalize donor stewardship and build on the success of our 2026 annual
fundraiser. These internal reinforcements ensure that Advokids remains the unique, authoritative
voice for children in foster care, ensuring no child pays the price when adults fail them.

Sincerely,

Margaret Coyne

Advocacy • Access • Accountability

Executive Director & Co-Founder



Mission & Vision
Advokids fights for the right to safety, security, and a permanent home for every child in
California foster care. Advokids' envisions a future where every child’s physical, emotional
and developmental needs are at the center of all decision-making, ensuring them the
opportunity to heal and thrive.

Values
Child-Centered Advocacy
We place children’s safety, emotional
security, and developmental needs at the
center of our legal work.

Access to Justice
We believe all children in foster care and
their advocates deserve access to free,
high-quality legal services and support.

Accountability and Integrity
We work openly and ethically with partners
and collaborators to hold child welfare
systems accountable.

Excellence in Education and Training
We equip advocates with the legal tools
and knowledge they need to be effective.

Systemic Change
We leverage data and experience to
identify systemic failings and promote child
welfare reform.

Goals
1) Make legal support accessible to families
and advocates. Ensure statewide access to
free legal services that protect children’s rights
in juvenile dependency court.

2) Increase legal literacy across the foster care
community. Expand access to legal resources
through our free online legal library.

3) Enhance professional competency through
education. Provide high-quality legal training
for attorneys, social workers, relatives, and
caregivers to strengthen advocacy and
representation in foster care cases.

4) Advance systemic change in child welfare
law and practice. Turn frontline experience into
policy and legal change for children in foster
care.

5) Build a strong network of informed
advocates and volunteers. Expand volunteer
engagement to strengthen legal support for
foster children.



Allison was a foster parent, and Mary was Allison’s childcare provider and friend.
Together they fought for Avery who spent over 7 years in and out of the foster care
system, experiencing multiple temporary placements and separation from her
brothers. Allison and Mary were Avery’s only consistent source of love and safety.
They never gave up or lost touch and Advokids was by their side. 

Avery’s Story

CLICK HERE to read the rest of Avery’s story

“When Avery was 7, she and her brothers were removed
for the third time. The boys were 9, 6, and 9 months. This
time was different.”

https://advokids.org/averystory/
https://advokids.org/averystory/
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What We Do

The Only Free Child Welfare Legal Services in California

Advokids provides one on one legal instruction, tools, and support for as long as it
takes to empower any concerned community member in California to participate
in juvenile dependency court proceedings and advocate for a child in foster care
or at risk of entering care.

Online Legal Library & Self Help Center

Advokids maintains California’s most comprehensive online child welfare legal
library and self-help resource. By providing accessible, plain-language legal
instruction, citations, court procedures, and forms, Advokids ensures that anyone—
regardless of background or expertise—can stand up and advocate for a child in
need.

Policy & System Reform

Advokids uses its direct service work to track county-level trends, violations of child
welfare law, or harmful practices. When patterns emerge, our team engages with
relevant agencies or, when appropriate, initiates legal or legislative advocacy to
cure practices and policies that harm children.



Board President Spotlight: 
Karen Wright

We had a conversation with our Board President Karen
Wright and discussed her passion for being a leader at
Advokids and for child advocacy statewide. Fifteen years
ago, Karen was drawn to Advokids by its mission. Today,
after years of continued involvement and board service,
that commitment has only deepened.

“For me, this is not just a cause, it is a responsibility. It is
about helping create the conditions where every child
has the chance to grow up feeling secure, valued, and
capable of becoming a positive force in their
community.”

Donor Spotlight:
Kimberly Aquino 

CLICK HERE to read the rest of the interview. 

CLICK HERE

“When I think about the social return on our investment
in Advokids, I realize our support doesn’t just fund

Advokids’ services—it helps provide a voice for children
who would otherwise be unheard.”

to read the rest of the interview. 

We recently sat down with long-time donor Kim Aquino,
to talk about what has kept her connected to Advokids
for the past 10 years. Inspired by our mission from the very
beginning, Kim has become a dedicated advocate and
donor. In her capacity as Senior Vice President at Bailard,
Inc., Kim regularly introduces her clients and corporate
connections to Advokids, extending our reach and
impact across California.

https://advokids.org/karenwright/
https://advokids.org/kimaquino/


Promoting Sibling Connections

Protecting Familial Relationships

Advokids' staff reviews and analyzes all of our cases weekly to identify trends and system
failures that adversely affect foster children. Our current reform efforts on the state and local
levels include:

Research shows that the failure to maintain sibling relationships in foster care deprives
children of a vital source of support as they grow and develop, and causes lifelong grief
and yearning. Yet, despite federal and state protections, approximately 75% of siblings in
California foster care are separated. In partnership with the National Network for Fostering
Sibling Connections, Advokids is developing legal trainings, legislative proposals, and
judicial processes to protect sibling relationships. 

Protecting Children at Risk of Abuse
Advokids is serving on the California Office of Child Abuse Prevention’s Mandated Reporter
Training Development Group created to reduce bias and prevent the overrepresentation of
low-income families and children of color in the child welfare system. Advokids is committed
to promoting curriculum reforms that balance prevention with timely identification of harm
that is essential to child safety.

Advancing early identification of relatives when a child enters foster care to prevent delayed
placements and unnecessary trauma and loss by working with advocacy partners to
increase awareness of the JV-285 Relative Information Form.

An Ear to the Ground that Informs 
Our System Reform Efforts

Protecting Placement Stability
Advokids successfully advocated for revisions to California's state-approved Placement
Agreement (CA 156), removing language that conflicted with current law and contributed to
illegal placement disruptions. The revised form was republished by the California Department
of Social Services in April 2026.



“We are paternal grandparents who cared for our
grandson for 10 months after he entered foster
care. He is 2 years old and was returned to the
care of his mom and maternal grandmother but
he remains under the supervision of the juvenile
court. We have not been able to see him because
mother and grandmother will not allow it. What are
our rights as grandparents?”            – Grandparents

“We are current foster parents to our adopted son’s
infant sister. We are concerned for her safety as we
feel reunification with her mother is happening too
fast. Her mother has several other children and we’ve
seen how they have been impacted by the cycle of
abuse. We are trying to make sure the baby girl does
not experience the same trauma by going back
home too soon.”                               – Resource Parents
                                                         

“I'm trying to find a way to access my
personal California foster care files. It's very
important to me as it has to do with my
mental health and I need help.”                                                  
                                         
                                         – Former Foster Youth                                                      
                                                                                 

“I am caring for 2 young sisters in Texas. They
have a brother who is in foster care in
California. I just want the sisters in my care to
have a relationship with their brother in
California. I am unsure if they have any right
to sibling visits since their brother has been
adopted.”                        
                                                       – Foster Mom

“Our 2 year old grandson was taken into foster
care and we were his caregivers for 10 months.
He has now been returned to his mom, but she
will not allow us to see him. We know that this is
not good for our grandson. Do we have the
legal right to see him?” 
                                                       – Grandparents
 

“We are legal guardians of 3 Native
children. We have been struggling to meet
their needs for 4 years. The children have
essentially been abandoned by the state
and their tribe. We need help knowing what
to do next.”                     
                                             – Legal Guardians

Every day, the Advokids Helpline receives calls from caregivers, relatives, and community
members stepping up in moments of crisis—and our staff attorneys respond with free legal
guidance, resources, and advocacy to help them protect children.

A Day on the Advokids Helpline

helpline

the



2026 Reach for the Stars Benefit Highlights

Over 200 guests joined us at the Julia Morgan Ballroom in San Francisco for our "Reach for the
Stars" Benefit on March 13th. From a sit-down dinner and lively auction to the powerful "Invest in
a Future" paddle raise, the room was filled with a shared commitment to California’s foster
youth. We were awed by the incredible generosity from both longtime champions and new
friends. We wrapped up the night with a casino lounge and a lively dance floor.
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2025-2026 By the Numbers

Our Board of Directors

• Karen Wright, Board President, Retired Chief Financial Officer and Community Leader
• Janet Sherwood, Board Secretary, Attorney at Law; Child Welfare Legal Specialist; Senior Legal  
   Consultant, Advokids
• Amanda Stewart, Board Treasurer, Finance Manager, Amber Kinetics
• Margaret Coyne, Attorney at Law; Executive Director, Advokids
• Cheick Diarra, Associate Safety Director, Genentech 
• Tirzah Anne Lassahn, Founding Partner, Stiles Partners

Email our Director of Philanthropy Maureen Garrett mgarrett@advokids.org if you are interested
in joining our Board of Directors and making an impact in lives of California’s foster children!

mailto:mgarrett@advokids.org
mailto:mgarrett@advokids.org
mailto:mgarrett@advokids.org
mailto:mgarrett@advokids.org


AT&T
Northern Chapter of the American 
Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers
Bailard, Inc.
Beacon Pointe
Belmont Street Partners
Bernard E. & Alba Witkin Charitable Foundation
Bigglesworth Family Foundation
Duane Morris LLP
Genentech
George H. Sandy Foundation
In-N-Out Burger Foundation
Ignite A Better World Foundation
Novo Construction, Inc.
Patrick Gillis Family Foundation
PG&E
Salesforce
The Morrison & Foerster Foundation
van Loben Sels/RembeRock Foundation
Venable Foundation

OUR DONORS

Organizations

Individuals ($5,000 to $9,999)

Brenda Calihan
Michelle & Chris Capecelatro
Kirsti Chou 
Mia & Danny Conway
Lori & Ray DePole
The Greg & Liz Vaughan Family Fund
Annie & Brian Galdorisi
Taylor & John Herr
Sarah Houlihan
Kristin & Graham Jenkin
Anne & Mark Kelley
Susan Glecker & Richard LaMotte
Tirzah Anne Lassahn
Kyle Miller
Mimi & Sacha Mornell
Britt & Luke Ogelsby
Al Maria Paoli
Margaret Coyne & Tom Paoli
Sylvia Romero
Jan & Tom Sherwood
Erica & Scott Sinclair

Individuals ($10,000+)
Kristina & John Bickford
Deirdre K. Coyne
Thomas Coyne
Katie & Charles Coyne
Martin Coyne
Mary & Ralph Gesualdo Family Foundation
Conway Family Charitable Fund
Susan Flagg and Carlo Rocca Fund
Mark Gordon
Carissa & Rocky Lin
Kim & Patrick Popovits
Christina & Andrew Whiteside
Karen Wright

Rebecca & Paul Aherne
Marian Berg
Decima & Adam Brausa

Individuals ($2,500 to $4,999)

Sheila Brosnan
Terri Bullock 
Holli Castelli
Kathleen Daly
Cheick Diarra
Nevena Vujic & Dave Dowdney
Jocelyn & Mike Faust
Chase & Jack Fowler
William Hamilton
Brian Wong & Scott Hoffmeister
Dana Krastev 
Valeriya Romashchenko & Oleg Karmanov
Nancy Lange
Yana Lehman
Joshua Liu



OUR DONORS

Individuals ($1,000 to $2,499)

Caitlin Walsh & Austin Locke
Claudia & Ethan Moeller
Sarah Guber & Michael Murray
Suzy & Patrick Reid
Morgan & Scott Robertson
Milton Rodriguez
Mandy Stewart & Phillip le Roux
Phoebe & Chris Schreiber
Jenny Chung Seeger
Catherine & Adam Ting
Christina Wells

Virginia & Ken Galt
Maureen & Bill Garrett
Tanya Gee
Linnea & James Gerber
Kelly V. Gray
Oisin & Martina Heneghan
Stephanie Hudson
Mary & Tom Hunt
MaryEllen Rota & Sesh Kannan 
Liz Keim
Trish Black & Brian Kelly 
Heather & David King
Johanna Kwasniewski
Courtney & Jon Lemmon
Andy Lerner 
Kristin Leigh Lewis
Shelley Floyd & Albert Loshkajian
Juri Ma
Katie Kokenge & Scott MacDonald
Happy & Guy Mazula
Leigh & David McMonigle
Meagan Meyers
Rose & Casey Mondragon
Valerie & Matt Oliver
Christina Pate
Catharine & Nate Prodromou
Marion Riley
Nicole & Kent Schofield
Sasha Sreckovic
Russell Stanley
Andrea & Paul Swenson
Alexandra Syme
Leslie & Mark Tepper
Jane Thomason
Natalia Urrutia-Hernandez 
Karin Stiles Williams
Ted Youmans

Kimberly & Aris Aquino
Kathleen Willis & Frank Baylis
Erica & Jeff Bilinski
Jennifer Brokaw
Janet Brown
Robert Bundy
Mali Carver
Gavin Charlston
Thomas Costello
Mary & Larry Costello
Deirdre J. Coyne
Ed Coyne
Kevin Coyne
Cecilia Coyne
Kate & Michael Coyne
Terry & Michael Coyne
Mary Cullen
Allison & Matthew Danzig
Mike Davis
Katrina & Aaron Devine
Nancy Drexel
Eric Exley
Lauren Nemmeth & Timothy Faye
Korina Feaster
Linda Fitzpatrick

Individuals ($2,500 to $4,999) continued



OUR DONORS

Individuals ($100 to $499)

Individuals ($500 to $999)
Jack Anthony
Mark Benedetti 
Haya Shawwa  & Hany BenHalim
Teddi & Patrick Brosnan
Marea Clark 
Reed Connell
Colleen Costello
Susan Battaini & Philip Coyne 
Annie Coyne
Nora Coyne
Fred Dorey
Ralph Forde
Linda & Gregory Gener
Kathy & William Gore
Catherine & Charlie Harper
Alexandra Minnis & Tom Hegge
Jaimarie & Brandon Hurley
Mary Huser
Nathalie Lowenthal-Savy
Danette Magilligan
Liam Mayclem 
Lauren Michalak
Bonnie & James Namminga
Joseph Shook O'Donnell
Renee & John O'Neill
Julie Paoli
Margaret Pike
Melissa Punnoose
Judy & Tom Siebenthal
Kristin Hagan Sprincin
Vinith Thamizhazhagan 
Olya & Serge Troxel
Neel Upadhye
Annie & Patrick Wernig
Cathy & Edward Yassa

David Adlington
Laurie Allen
Karena Dillon & Sheldon Baker
Carla Bass
Bethel Berhanu
Mark Bettini

Mindy Bolar 
Racquel Bracken 
Emer Braddock
Diana Brown
Carolyn & Michael Bruck
Michael Butler
Eduardo Camacho
Corinna & Curtis Carruth
Kim Cashin 
Carol Castaneda
Natalie Leach & Ryan Chavez 
Roger Chu
Kathryn Clark
Lisa & Don Clay
Mary Conway
Michaela Costello
Kelly Coyne
Mary Coyne
Maya & Joseph Cresalia
Michael Cresalia
Colleen Cunnane
Martine Darwish
Joanne Desmond
Don Dianda
David Donner
Eileen Garcia 
Phil Gibson
Russell Goodrow 
Robyn Green
Elliot Greenwald
Lucinda & Kurt Grovenburg
Tamara Hall
Catharine & Charlie Harper
Julie Harris
Stacy Hernandez 
Debra McKnight Higgins 
Jeff Holl
Susan Hornstein
Susan Horst
Brianne Huang
Brady Hutchinson 
Robert Jacobs
Phyllis Jewell

Kimberly Johnson 
Tabatha & Tory Kallman
Taylor Katturkan
Laura Katzman
David Keim
Joe Kelly
Sue Fisher King
Sofiya Kogan
Mary Jean Koontz
Janelle Kovacik
Lawrence Kwong
Alexandra & Mike Labagh
Michelle Lalague
Joy Zimmerman & Hut Landon
Lorry Luikart
Nadia Magnis
Judy Mandolfo
Deborah May
Deon C. Merene
Amor Miller 
Cecilia Montana
Itak Moradi
Nandita Nandy
Peggy & Dan Nevin
Tessa Paoli
Kathy Langford & Michael Pezel
Dalisa Porche 
John Puccinelli
Sheri Randolph 
Kristy Rapley
Nicholas Rasmussen
Cristina Reddell
Robert Reifenberg
Joan Renson
Greg Ridenour
Paul Robertson 
Danielle Ruymaker
Ami Sagel
Aubrey Santo
Michael Aaron Schaps
Jennifer Scherba 
Liz Schwartz
La Rhonda Smith 



OUR DONORS

Sarah Kelly Smith
Teresa & Terry Smith
Robert Smith
Erin & Tim Spivey
Paige Stageberg
Maria & David Stainbrook
Victoria Stein
James Tensuan
Mark L. Tseselsky
Xiaohan Wang
Nicholas Weinstein
Altusa Weiss
Janet & Alberto Wetter
Ayesha Appa & Dan Wheeler
Amber & John Wright
Christopher Wu 
Ian Young
Quinn & Qinghong Zhu 
Mary Van Zomeren

Individuals ($100 to $499) continued

Save the Date!
Advokids Annual Benefit

March 12, 2027
Julia Morgan Ballroom

465 California St, San Francisco

We’d be grateful for your support!

CLICK HERE to donate.

Billy Reid Custom
Bricoleur Vineyards
The Broadway Sonoma Farmhouse
Cavallo Ranch
Caviar & Co. 
Ginger Tree Photography
Gloria Ferrer
Gundlach Bundschu Winery
Harper's Club
International Orange
Juri Design
Kivelstadt Cellars & Wine Garden
Nugget Markets
San Francisco Giants
San Francisco Symphony
Sangiacomo Family Wines
Schramsberg Vineyards
Sam's Grill & Restaurant
Trader Joes

In-Kind Supporters
Wing & Barrel Ranch
Wright Station Vineyard & Winery

https://donorbox.org/advokids-general-donation


Training Fees
$70,603

Because of you, more children are safe, secure,

and in stable, permanent homes.

Thank you.

ExpensesRevenue

2025-2026 FINANCIALS

Individual Donations
$325,777

Programs
$597,027

Administration
$65,568

Marketing & Development 
$189,651

Fundraising Events (Net)
$267,486

Grants
$362,850

Total Revenues = $1,037,060

Other
$10,343

Total Expenses = $852,246

35%
31%

26%

7% 22%

8%
70%

1%
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